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Vessel: KELP BASS 
Dates : August 31 - September 3 ,  1971 
Local i ty :  The c o a s t a l  waters  o f  southern  C a l i f o r n i a  and i t s  o f f -  
shore  i s l a n d s .  
Purpose : 1. To'develop methods f o r  cap tu r ing  P a c i f i c  bon i to ,  
Sarda chi l iensis ,  from t h i s  v e s s e l .  
2. To t a g  and r e l e a s e  P a c i f i c  bon i to .  
3.  To nake c o l l e c t i o n s  a s  reques ted  by o t h e r  p r o j e c t s .  
Resul t s  : T r o l l i n g  with a lbacore  f e a t h e r  j i g s  was conducted i n  
nearshore a r e a s  o f f  San Diego, La J o l l a ,  San Clemente 
I s l and  and Santa Ca ta l ina  I s l and  t o  l o c a t e  bon i to  f o r  
t agg ing .  Lengths o f  t h e  fou r  t r o l l i n g  l i n e s  used v a r i e d  
from 60 t o  over 150 f e e t .  Various a r e a s  were f i s h e d  
us ing  l i v e  b a i t  and "chu~ming" t o  o b t a i n  bon i to  f o r  t agg ing .  
Few boni to  were observed dur ing  t h e  c r u i s e .  Four l a r g e  
bon i to  (10-15 pounds) were taken on t h e  a lbaco re  j i g s  while  
t r o l l i n g  nea r  Point  Loma. Only one boni to  was t aken  us ing  
l i v e  b a i t  i n  t h e  La J o l l a  a r e a  even though cons ide rab le  
purse  s e i n e  a c t i v i t y  was noted i n  t h e  a r e a .  No bon i to  
were taken  a t  San Clemente I s l a n d .  Twenty-three sma l l  
bon i to  (1-2 pounds) as  w e l l  a s  P a c i f i c  mackerel,  Scomber 
japonicus, were caught near  t h e  e a s t  end of  C a t a l i n a  I s l and .  
The f o u r  bon i to  taken while  t r o l l i n g  were caught on j i g  l i n e s  
over  120 f e e t  long.  These longer  l i n e s  placed t h e  j i g s  we l l  
behind t h e  v e s s e l  and c l e a r  of t h e  wake. An o u t r i g g e r  
system f o r  handling t h e  j i g  l i n e s ,  u s ing  two l a r g e  winch 
booms, w i l l  be t e s t e d  on t h e  next  c r u i s e .  
Because of  l a c k  of  f r e e z e r  space aboard t h e  v e s s e l ,  we 
war)e unable t o  c o l l e c t  specimens of P a c i f i c  mackerel f o r  
t h e  Pe l ag ic  Fish P r o j e c t .  
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